Mechanical Action.                   Ill

falls to be considered. Following, then, upon the effects
of "simple circular" motion lie takes the effects of
" compound circular " motion or rotation upon an axis,
and adds next what he has to say of other varieties of
mechanical interaction before concluding his whole
abstract doctrine of Magnitude and Motion with a
theory of the balance and of the centre of gravity in
different figures, and with a doctrine of refraction and
reflexion. A few points only need hero bo .singled out
to illustrate his view of mechanical action.

That all origin or change of motion in any body is
from without, and proceeds by way of mechanical im-
pact from some other body, entered into llobbes's first
and most general conception of Motion. Where "body acts
on body in the way of pressure, without visible motion
resulting, he interprets the action as that kind of motion
through length considered as a point which lie has called
Endeavour. Whether it results in visible motion or not,
what has to be understood universally of endeavour is
that it is indestructible and propagates itself without
limit of space. In empty space, a body moved with
any endeavour will continue moving with uniform
velocity, because there is nothing to stop it; but, also
in space that is full, the endeavour being motion will
move what stands before it, and this again what stands
next, and so infinitely. Nor because, in a world full of
body, endeavour seems to become weaker the farther
it is propagated, is this really so: it is not, Ilobbes
is ready to declare (with the illustrative instance of
a visible heap of sand made, up of invisible grains), a
question of sense hut of reason, and the motion which
has ceased to be sensible is still not the less real and